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AvalokiteSvara,
the Deity of Mercy
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Avalokite$vara is the Sanskrit name for the Buddhist
deity known in Korea as “Gwaneum Bosal.”

This Sanskrit name is transliterated as “Guanshiyin
Pusa” or “Guanzizai Pusa” in Chinese, which is
pronounced in Korean as “Gwanseum Bosal” or
“Gwanjajae Bosal,” of which “Gwaneum Bosal”

is the shorten form. Known as the deity of infinite
compassion and mercy, Avalokitesvara is one of

the most popular Bodhisattvas in Mahayana Buddhism,
who is believed to be endowed with a panoply of
supernatural powers.
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Kundikas,
a Symbol of Avalokitesvara
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Kundikas, bottles containing clear, purified water, were used
in Buddhist ceremonies. A kundika has an opening at the
shoulder through which water is filled, and a top finial above
the neck which functions as a spout.

The first kundikas were ordinary water containers used by
monks in India. At the dawn of the fifth century, when the cult
of Avalokite$vara was practiced to heal diseases using willow
branches and clear water in China, kundikas were used in
Buddhist ceremonies. This practice led to the crafting of images
of Avalokite$vara holding a kundika and willow branches.

In China, kundikas were manufactured in large quantities after
the Tang Dynasty. In Korea, kundikas appeared in the Unified
Silla period, and became widely popular in the Goryeo period.
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